Vasily Vasilievich Grigoryev (15.03.1816-19.12 .1881) was a prominent orientalist, specialist in the history of the East, whose life and legacy have not yet been given full credit (fig.Obraztsov_1). The reason for this might lie in both his controversial life-path, his frequent changes of workplaces, his difficult character, and even his political views which he himself characterized as "religious patriotic". Being a man of stamina and unique efficiency, he managed to complete several lives' worth of work during the less than 66 years of his own: an imperial colonial official, an outstanding scholar and teacher, a statesman and essayist. His personality and works got an extremely reserved assessment from Bartold (1869 Bartold ( -1930 , who was the patriarch and undeniable authority of the Russian orientalists; and this could not but affect the general attitude towards Grigoryev. Only recently has a more objective opinion begun to prevail (History 1997) 3 .
It is safe to say that it was owing to Grigoryev's efforts and work that the Russian school of Orientalism earned recognition in the world as an integral school, characterized by its bright and peculiar nature. In the late 19th century Grigoryev was the most famous Russian orientalist, whose merits were widely known both in his home country and abroad. He was bestowed honorary memberships of the most respectful societies of orientalists: Paris Societe Asiatique In 1874 in London, the 2nd International Symposium of Orientalists made the unanticipated decision to hold the next congress in St. Petersburg in 1875. Grigoryev felt proud of the decision commenting that "the others had been striving for the right to host the next congress and had been refused, while the Russian orientalists had not sought it, but were granted the right" (Veselovskiy 1887: 265-266) . It is significant that Grigoryev signed his letters from London to the Russian World newspaper using the pseudonym "Russian Orientalist". Vorontsov-Dashkov (1837 -1916 was elected the president of the next Symposium, however, soon he refused to act as such. All organizational work fell to Grigoryev and his colleagues and co-workers 4 . The main attention of the Symposium, according to the organizational committee, was to be focused on the exploration of the Asiatic part of the Russian Empire 5 . The vast amount of the preliminary arrangements and preparatory work delayed the 3 The main biographer of V.V. Grigoryev is N.I. Veselovskiy (1848 Veselovskiy ( -1918 , his student, follower and successor (Veselovskiy 1887). Some other facts about Grigoryev can only be found in reference literature and papers of general kind (Biography and Bibliography 1974; Kononov 1972) . 4 Organizational committee included: V.V. Veliaminov-Zernov (1830 -1904 Grigoryev taught in the lyceum in 1838-1844. It was there that he worked on his master's thesis, wrote reviews based on the materials he had collected during his trip to Constantinople (Grigoryev 1840 ) and commentaries 13 . He also compiled a project on how to organize and regulate the teaching of Oriental languages in Novorossiysk region and began to be seriously engaged in numismatics (Grigoryev 1842b ).
In December 1842 in Moscow, Grigoryev defended his Master's thesis on the topic of "Accuracy of the Letters of Khans given to the Russian Clergy by the Khans of the Golden 9 Before the project failed, V.V.Grigoryev had managed to have 20 original articles and 76 translated ones published in the encyclopedia. 10 On July 26 1835 Nicolas I issued an edict that a new course of "Oriental philology" would be introduced into the curriculum of the Faculty of Philosophy, including learning of the Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Mongolian and Tatar languages (Kulikova 1994: 234) . 11 According to his contemporaries, only those who were within the circle of Fraehn left a lasting trace in orientalistics (Kononov 1982: 159) . 12 The lyceum of Armand duc de Richelieu was established under the decree of Alexander I in 1817 and got its name after the governor of Odessa and Novorossiya Armand duc de Richelieu (1766-1822), who had initiated its establishing. In 1828 the lyceum opened the Oriental Institute affiliated to it for six young scholars to teach Arabic, Turkish and Persian. The first lecturer in Persian at the Institute was G.Rhasis (?-?) (Kononov 1982: 184) , the author of «Vocabulaire francais-turc» and a dragoman of the Russian embassy in Constantinople. After G.Rhasis left Odessa, V.V.Grigoriev succeeded him and was appointed as professor of Oriental languages. 13 In 1839 V.V.Grigoryev wrote an anonymous review of the first edition "The Tirkish-Tatar Grammar" by A.K.Kazem-Beck, and in 1841 an anonymous review of "The Grammar of the Tatar Language"by M.I.Ivanov (1812-?).
Horde" (Grigoryev 1842а (Grigoryev 1845; 1850; 1851) . Service in the Ministry did not leave him much time for his academic pursuits, however no significant event or development in orientalism, particularly in turkology, went unnoticed, getting a reaction from him in the form of reviews.
18
14 The Ministry of Home Affairs was established in 1802, a minister, according to the "Manifesto of establishing ministries", was supposed to take care of "a universal well-being of the nation, tranquility, peace and creation of living environment in the Empire". 15 In 1847 in this journal Grigoryev published his commentary to the works by P.S.Pallas (1741-1811), an outstanding German scholar-encyclopedist, and a review of "Mongol-Russian-French Dictionary" by O.M.Kovalevskiy (1800/1-1878) (Grigoryev 1847) . 16 This might have been one of the "special duties" of Grigoryev (Etkind 2013: 262-263) . 17 Mainly in the 14-volume "Military Encyclopediac Lexicon" by baron L.I. Zeddeler (1791 Zeddeler ( -1852 . 18 In 1847 two more reviews were published -the review of "Supplement to the Turkic Grammar" by I.N. Berezin (1818 Berezin ( -1896 , and that of Grammar by I.I.Guiganov (?-1800), the author of the first printed grammar of the Tatar language (the Tobolsk dialect)
for Russians. In 1848 Grigoryev was busy with preparing for publication the "Ethnographic travels of M.C.Kastren in West Siberia" which contained a wealth of linguistic and ethnographic material on the Kizils, the Siguis, the Beltiers, and other Siberian peoples.
In 1851 Grigoryev moved to Orenburg, again carrying out "special duties" there. 22 In similar cases the average allowance was from 1000 to 1400 rubles a year. Grigoryev received mere 285 rubles 90 kopecks. 23 Later these ideas were in high demand in the course of the spelling reform for the non-Russian ethnicities of the USSR at the end of 1930s-beginning of the 1940s . In particular, S. Amanjolov(1903 Amanjolov( -1958 was in control of the initiative to create the Kazakh writing system based on the Cyrillic alphabet . 24 More on this, see (Geraci 2001) . 25 The intention to establish a leading Russian center of the Oriental studies in St. Petersburg resulted in abolishing the departments of Oriental studies in Kazan and Odessa. and remained in office until 1866, yet in reality the reins of power over the faculty belonged to Berezin and later Grigoryev. The struggle between the "theorists" and "practitioners" continued up to 1870 when the "theorists" finally emerged victorious 26 . Later on, in 1873 Grigoryev was elected dean of the Department of Oriental languages and remained in this position until 1878.
It was in the 1860s that Grigoryev's dream came true. Under the decree of 1863 by
Alexander II "on establishing a general statute of the Russian imperial universities" (Kulikova 1994: 235) two new departments in St. Petersburg were created to study Sanskrit philology and the history of the East. Of note is that this was the first stand alone department to study the history of the East ever established. A contemporary wrote, voicing the opinion supported by many others, that "of all the countries in the world, this department was meant to be created in Russia. No one is so close to the East and no one has so many connections with it both in the past and the present as Russia" (Veselovskiy 1887: 231). In 1837 Grigoryev addressed that question to the University board. He argued then: "The best countermeasure to curb western influences is to resort to studying the East" (Veselovskiy 1887: 33). Naturally, Grigoryev was the perfect candidate to head the new department. According to his views, the history of the East was meant to become the subject gluing together all others taught at the faculty. In 1863 the In 1886-1870 Kazem-Beck again held the dean's office. Later he was replaced by Berezin who, in turn, was succeeded by Grigoryev. 27 Bartold mistakenly maintained that the course was limited to the history of encounters between the European and Oriental cultures (Bartold 1977: 200-201 for only one fifth of the contents. The rest of the book contained notes, many of which were small full-fledged articles in their own right and appendices that summarized the materials published after Ritter's work had been out, including the review of the first Anglo-Afghan war (1838-1842).
In December 1868 Grigoryev was appointed a member of the Board of the Ministry of Home Affairs without allowance. In addition to that, he worked closely with various state and ministry committees, such as those concerned with trade with Asian countries, and he had supervision over the students and penitentiaries.
In 1869-70 Grigoryev was editor-in-chief of the "Pravitelstvenniy Vestnik", a state- In 1878 Grigoryev quit his position at St. Petersburg University "due to poor health", though remaining the head of Main Directorate for the Press.
In March 1880 Grigoryev retired completely, and this time he was given a generous pension. He was preoccupied with scholarly works for 3rd Congress of Orientalists, he also wrote a number of reviews and published obituaries for Brosse (1802-1880) and Dorn, his colleagues in Oriental studies. His own health was deteriorating at an alarming rate. Moving to his house in Gatchina brought no relief whatsoever. Grigoryev died in Pavlovsk, a suburb of Saint Petersburg on December 19, 1881. His last major work was "On the campaigns of Alexander the Great in Western Turkestan" (Grigoryev 1881 ).
Grigoryev's fundamental works, still of admirable merit, laid a foundation for an independent branch of Oriental studies in Russia-the history of the East, which developed because of his talents and those of his followers. Grigoryev's authority and creative effort promoted the advances and achievements made by the Russian Oriental researchers and made them recognized among their European counterparts. As a teacher, he was incredibly generous with his students, paying no regard to time, effort or expenses. One of his students wrote in the 
